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they could rash down with effect upon the Roman head of
column when it should reach the position. His heavy cavalry
was on the right of this infantry force, where it had ample
charging ground, prepared to take the Roman head of column

Battle of Lake Trasimene.

on the left flank. For an army passing this way had but a
narrow path to follow. His light troops, bowmen and sling-
ers, were posted at intervals all along the heights overlooking
the plain, with orders to keep well hidden in the woods, and
to debouch sharply when the order for attack should be given;
his Numidian and Gallic cavalry and the Gallic infantry was
hidden in the hills well back in the depths of a wooded valleyhat this is the scene of the battle. In
